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Last week we began our study in the book of Ruth and we discovered that 

when God’s mysterious providence weaves misery into the tapestry of our 

lives, there is always a bigger picture of what God is doing than what we 

can presently see through the dense fog of our suffering. Therefore, we 

must walk by faith, affirming that God is both in control and that He is 

good, despite the discomfort of our circumstances. In other words, We can 

move forward by faith in our affliction knowing that God is at work, even in 

the worst of times. We learned this from the life of Naomi  whose family 

moved to Moab during a time of famine in Israel only to have her husband 

and two married sons died there. When God lifted the famine in Israel, 

Naomi returned along with her Moabite daughter-in-law, Ruth, who insisted 

on coming under the God of Israel rather than abandoning her aging 

mother-in-law, even if it meant the possibility of a hard life as a poverty-

stricken widow in a foreign land.  

 

As we pick up the story of Ruth today, our aim is to learn this vital truth:  

God providentially uses men and women of worthy character to release 

His extravagant, hesed love toward those in need through radical acts of 

risk-taking love.  

What I would like to do this morning is simply walk through the story of 

chapter 2 verse by verse to point out some important observations and then 

conclude by summarizing 3 key themes in this chapter.  

A Man of Great Worth (vs. 1) 

Vs. 1 begins with an editorial note, introducing us to Boaz who is a relative 

of Naomi’s deceased husband. Boaz is significant in two ways. First he is 

near relative which puts him in a possible position to act as a kinsman-

redeemer, a relative who could rescue these widows from their destitute 

status. Second, he is a man of great wealth (NAS) or worth (ESV) that has the 

ability to help Naomi and Ruth.  The Hebrew word used to describe Boaz 

here is one that can be translated a number of ways depending on the 

context. It can refer to a man of valor, a mighty man, someone of significant 

wealth or status, an admirable man. I prefer the ESV’s translation here 

which says he was “a worthy man,” indicating that he was not only a 

successful man, but also a man of notable character. As we will see 

throughout chapter 2, Boaz stands out as a man of admirable character.  

A Woman of Risk-taking Responsibility (Vs. 2) 

The story picks up in [vs 2]. The first I want to draw our attention to is that 

Ruth takes the initiative. Not only to meet her own need, but to take 

responsibility for Naomi’s needs as well. She respectfully asks Naomi’s 

permission to go out and work, to glean in the harvest field. Gleaning was a 

practice that the Lord had made provision for which allowed widows, aliens, 

and the poor to come behind the harvesters and collect any grain that was 

left in the fields. God had commanded His people not to harvest the corners 

of the field. Or when they missed picking up a sheaf in the field, they were 

not to go back and get it. They were to leave some of the harvest for the 

widows, orphans, and foreigners who were disadvantaged.
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Yet you can imagine that not every farmer was eager to do this. And so Ruth 

says she must find someone who will show here favor in allowing her to 

glean. Keep in mind that what Ruth is doing involves taking a risk. She is a 

single woman, without a husband to protect her, and she is a Moabite, a 

minority among the Jews who did not have a good history of getting along 

with the Moabites. Ruth is initiating a risk-taking responsibility to provide 

for herself and to care for Naomi.  

A Divine Appointment (vs. 3) 

[Vs. 3] Keep in mind that Ruth doesn’t know the area and she has no idea 

who Boaz is. She just ventures out looking for fields that are being 

harvested, and the Lord directs her steps to the field of Boaz. When vs. 3 

says, “she happened to come” it means that Ruth didn’t go looking for 

Boaz’s field but it also means that God providentially brought it about! In 

the Bible, there is no coincidence that is outside of God’s providence. The 

Jews assumed God’s providence behind the happenings of life. From their 

                                                           
1
 Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22; Deuteronomy 24:19 



perspective there was no such thing as chance. Even in the casting of lots, 

Proverbs 16:33 says, “the lot is cast in the lap, but its every decision is from 

the Lord.” So when we come upon the language of chance or coincidence in 

the Bible, it is the author’s way of drawing attention to the unseen hand of 

God working behind the scenes of everyday life (ie. 1 Kings 22:34).  

Providential timing (vs. 4) 

This same sense of providence oozes from the first word of vs. 4: “Now 

behold.”  It can also mean “suddenly” for as the NIV says, “just then” Boaz 

came from Bethlehem…” And a divinely-directed encounter is set up for 

Boaz and Ruth to meet. God is in the timing. 

A Woman of Good Reputation (vs. 5-7) 

[vs. 5-6] In other words, she is the one everyone has been talking about in 

Bethlehem, the one who has shown such courageous kindness to Naomi. 

[vs. 7] Notice 3 things about Ruth here. First, she is not presumptuous. Even 

though she is permitted to glean by law, she asks permission to glean. 

Second, she has been working hard all day since first thing in the morning 

and only now has taken a little break. She’s a hard worker who doesn’t faint 

back from doing hard things. Finally, she not only has a good reputation that 

has preceded her, but she has made a favorable impression on the foreman 

in charge of the harvest by her non-presumptuous manner.  

The Kindness of Boaz (vs. 8-9) 

Now things start to get good. Boaz takes the initiative to approach Ruth in 

vs. 8 to extend kindness to her. [vs. 8-9] Boaz is extending kindness to Ruth 

at several levels. By telling her to only glean in his fields, he is protecting 

her. Its important to understand how vulnerable Ruth was. She was not only 

a single woman but a minority on foreign soil. There was a high risk of her 

being mistreated or taken advantage of by the harvesters (possibly even 

raped). This is why Boaz specifically commanded his workers not to touch 

her. In addition to offering her protection, Boaz honors her by granting her 

more than the ordinary rights of gleaning.
2
 By instructing her to stay close to 

his servant girls, he is allowing her to glean in the actual harvest, beyond the 

customary limits for gleaning. Finally, Boaz grants Ruth unusually dignity by 

telling her to drink from among his servants’ water jars whenever she was 

thirsty. The cultural context here is one in which foreigners would draw 

water for Israelites, and women would draw water for men (ie. Gen 24:10-

20). Ruth was both a foreigner and a woman yet Boaz lavished dignity upon 

her that surpassed both of these cultural norms by giving her permission to 

drink from the water jars that his male servants had drawn.  

The Humble Gratitude of Ruth (vs. 10) 

Perhaps you can see now why Ruth was so overwhelmed at Boaz’s kindness. 

[vs. 10] To fall prostrate before someone was a way to show great respect 

and gratitude to someone for undeserved mercy. She is not worshiping 

Boaz, but notice how closely it imitates a heart of reverence. This is the very 

spirit we should display before God, who has given us over-the-top mercy 

and grace that we could never deserve. This is the attitude we see in 

someone who is truly converted, when they grasp how low their sin has 

taken them and then are amazed and overwhelmed with the heights to 

which God’s grace as raised them!  

Ruth could never have imagined, in her wildest dreams, that she would be 

treated so graciously. So we get her gratitude. But do you see the humility in 

it? True gratitude is always humble. It recognizes that God has bestowed 

undeserved blessings. Ruth is refreshingly different than most people today. 

“We have a sense of entitlement. We expect [to be treated with] kindness 

and we are astonished and resentful if we don’t get our ‘rights.’” But Ruth 

sees her unworthiness and is humbly astonished that she is treated with 

such grace.” John Piper said it this way, “Proud people don’t feel amazed at 

being treated well. They don’t feel deep gratefulness. But humble people 

do. In fact, they are so amazed that grace came to them in their 

unworthiness that it [deepens their humility].  
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Boaz’s Blessing (vs. 11-12) 

[vs. 11-12] Based on Ruth’s character, and the sacrificial love and faith that 

she has lived out, Boaz knows that this woman he beholds is one of 

exception worth, a woman of surpassing excellence. Boaz knows he could 

never rightly reward Ruth for what she has done, only God could do that. 

But he wants to be a hand through which God’s blessing is bestowed on this 

woman (that’s the spirit of Christian love). So Boaz prays that the Lord will 

exceedingly bless Ruth far beyond what he himself could ever do for her. 

Why? For what reason should she be able to expect the God of Israel to 

astonish her all the more with His goodness and mercy? Not because she 

has earned it. Rather, because she has taken refuge under the wings of the 

Almighty, the one true God of Israel.
3
 Twice in His blessing, Boaz uses the 

term Shelem (which is closely related to the word shalom. He’s praying for 

God’s shalom to be upon her, the wholeness and fullness of God’s peace, 

favor, and blessing in every way. This is what Ruth can expect as she seeks 

refuge under the might wings of God.  

Verses 11 and 12 are a beautiful picture of how to rightly respond to the 

gospel of grace. What do we do in response to God’s mercy? We seek 

refuge under his wings. What might it cost us? Well we may need to leave 

father, mother, houses or lands—trading the comforts of this world for the 

security of Christ. What can we expect as we trust in Him? God’s blessing 

without measure. In fact, Jesus pronounced a similar blessing that echoes 

the words of Boaz: “Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, there is no one who has 

left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for 

My sake and for the gospel's sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times 

as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 

and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, 

eternal life.” (Mark 10:29-30).  

 

Greater humility (vs. 13)  

Vs. 13 is hard to translate into English, but Ruth responds by saying 

something like, “I have found favor in your sight” which is another way of 

saying, “you have been gracious to me.” Ruth is comforted by Boaz’s words, 
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yet still astonished at such kindness. Remember how I said earlier that those 

who are humble respond with even deeper humility when they are treated 

graciously. At the end of vs. 13 Ruth says, “you have spoken kindly to your 

maidservant, though I am not like one of your maidservants.” The wording 

here is critical. The word for maidservant (huxpf)) refers to the lowest 

rung of the social ladder for a woman in Hebrew culture.
4
 Yet Ruth 

considers herself not worthy to be compared even with the lowest of 

women in Israel. It’s an expression of deepest humility. Back in verse 10 

Boaz had overlooked her ethic status and now he overlooks her social 

status. “Ruth is totally amazed that even differences of race and class could 

not stifle Boaz’s compassion toward her.”
5
 

Increased Kindness, Radical Generosity (vs. 14-16) 

I’m sure Ruth thought she could not have been treated better by Boaz, yet 

he’s just getting started. When it was time for lunch, Boaz personally invited 

Ruth to come and eat with them. In the ancient Near East people did not 

just eat to satisfy their hunger. They ate together as an expression of 

friendship and hospitality. Then he himself serves her and gives her more 

than enough so that she has leftovers.  

Now vs. 15-16—this is my favorite part, just because it is so over-the-top 

generous! [Vs. 15-16] This is unheard of! In other words, I want you to 

adjust the sieve on the combine until there is grain coming out the back so 

she can just come along and shovel it up! He’s instructing his workers to 

“waste” enough grain that Ruth will have as much as she can possibly take 

home. It probably means that Ruth did not even need to cut her own grain, 

but could just pick up what the harvesters were leaving for her. By the end 

of the day, vs. 17 tells us she had a ephah of barley— more than an entire 

week’s worth of food for two people!
6
 Vs. 23 tells us that she continued to 

follow Boaz through both the barley and wheat harvest (about 7 weeks) 
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which meant that she and Naomi were supplied with an entire year’s worth 

of food.  

Hope Restored! (vs. 17-23) 

So you can imagine the surprise Naomi had when she saw Ruth come home 

with as much barley as she could possibly carry! [vs. 18-23] 

I only have time to comment on the most important part of these final 

verses—the beauty of [vs. 20]. Naomi’s blessing to Boaz is secondary to 

what she sees of the Lord—“He has not withdrawn His kindness (hesed)…!” 

Remember hesed refers to the compassionate, covenantal, loyalty, love, 

kindness, goodness, and mercy that God bestows on those whom He has 

devoted Himself to—His own. God’s extravagant hesed love has come to 

these needy women through the hands of Boaz. God is the source, Boaz the 

instrument, and Ruth and Naomi the beneficiaries.   

What a change of perspective vs. 20 is for Naomi. At the end of chapter 1, 

she could only believe that God was against her in all her affliction. Yet, now 

she can once again taste and see that the Lord is good, He’s for her. Her 

hope is restored as she realizes that God has not abandoned her. He’s a God 

of covenant love and faithfulness.  

See what Naomi saw in that moment! For the believer, suffering is never the 

last word. God never leaves you there ultimately. Even if your suffering ends 

in death, even death is not the final word for the believer. Listen, the final 

word for every believer is to be overwhelmed with the extravagant 

lovingkindness (hesed) of the Lord. Ephesians 2:7 tells us that we are raised 

with Christ “so that in the ages [of eternity] to come He might show the 

surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”—

eternally increasing kindness. What could possibly satisfy us more! 

The last thing for us to note in vs. 20 is that Boaz is one of their closest 

relatives. Now there is an expectant hope for the future. Is it possible that 

Boaz might become their kinsman-redeemer, the one to rescue them from 

their destitute state and once again establish them as a family. What will 

happen? Is there a budding romance between Boaz and Ruth? That’s were 

chapter 2 ends, a perfect hallmark cliff-hanger; Boaz intrigued by this 

woman of excellence—he’s never met a woman like her; Ruth can’t stop 

thinking about this man who has shown her such extravagant kindness and 

honor.  

Let me summarize 3 themes that we dare not overlook in Ruth chapter 2: 

1. God’s Providence 

Do you see God’s hand directing and shaping not only the lives of these 

characters, but the course of history? OT scholar, Daniel Block said, “In 

reality [the author] is screaming, ‘See the hand of God at work here!’ The 

same hand that had sent the famine (1:1) and later provided food (1:6) is 

the hand that had brought Naomi and Ruth to Bethlehem precisely as the 

beginning of the harvest (1:22) and has now guided Ruth to that portion of 

the field belonging specifically to Boaz”
7
 and the precise timing of Boaz’s 

arrival. Its by the providence of God that Boaz extends such kindness to 

Ruth and Naomi to meet their needs.  

When life is hard one of the ways we can battle discouragement is to 

assume that God is always at work behind the scenes , even in the worst of 

times. “God is gracious and sovereign even when He is silent.”
8
 God is 

always working in ways we can’t see in the moment. But not only is God 

working, He often brings His providence to bear through people whose 

hearts are responsive to the Spirit’s leading (even unknowingly at times). 

Just as Baoz was an instrument of God’s providence, so He wants to work 

providentially through our lives as we extend compassionate love, grace, 

and care to those in need.  

2. Worth of Character  

 

Men, we want to emulate Boaz as a man of great worth, to be men of noble 

character. Young ladies, this is the kind of man you want to marry. He is 

selfless, generous, compassionate, respectful, caring, loving, and gentle. As 
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a leader he takes initiative to lovingly serve, provide, protect, and honor 

those under his care. This is the kind of man that will treat you with dignity 

and honor, young ladies. Boaz is a picture of mature godly manhood. By the 

way, vs. 4 indicates that Ruth was not the only one who Boaz treated so 

honorably. He approached his employees in a spirit of blessing and was 

given their blessing in return. Apparently he was respected as a man of 

noble character.  

Ruth, on the other hand, models the virtuous and excellent character of 

mature womanhood. She is humble, which is the root of her gracious, polite 

and respectful demeanor. Yet she is also a woman who takes initiative to 

work hard and care for others, even when it requires great sacrifice. Young 

men, look for Ruth of excellent character who as a reputation for being 

selfless , humble and grateful—a woman who is willing to act in risk-taking 

love because she has made the Lord her refuge.  

3. Hesed love  

Remember hesed is God’s covenant love that is displayed through 

extravagant compassion, kindness, generosity, mercy, and grace—all the 

good qualities of His benevolence toward those He has devoted Himself to 

in love. And this hesed establishes the pattern we are to imitate in 

relationship to others. As His covenant people we are to show hesed toward 

each other and even toward those who don’t know the Lord. As we see how 

Boaz extended hesed love and kindness toward Ruth, as we see how Ruth 

demonstrates hesed toward Naomi, and as we see how these expressions of 

hesed are extensions of God’s divine hesed, it’s a call for us to also act in 

risk-taking love and compassion for those in need around us. What better 

way to cut a path to the gospel for our neighbors, friends, and family than to 

imitate the very hesed God has shown to us.  

How many people in our community are in need of experiencing God’s 

providential grace through us. More effective than any outreach program, 

would be for individuals and families at Trinity to develop a heart and vision 

of hesed—covenantal love and care that begins here among us yet spills 

over to everyone in our lives. Who does God have in your life right now that 

needs to experience your active compassion and love. I really don’t know 

the best way to lead us to becoming a church of hesed. If we only program 

it, it will fail because it must come from the heart.  

Examples: 

� Mary, going out of her way on a trip to reach out to a wayward friend and speak 

into her life. 

� Not all of our actions have to be outwardly extravagant to express extravagant 

grace. Begin training your heart in the smallest moments, like waiting for traffic 

(Phil 2:3-5).  

� Hesed is love and compassion in action. It’s a voluntary act of extraordinary 

mercy or generosity that “goes beyond the call of duty.” Not just doing 

something nice for someone, but meeting a real need.
9
  

But somewhere between waiting for traffic and traveling across the country to speak into a 

need in someone’s life are thousands of opportunities for you to extend God’s hesed love to 

others. Where I’m going to start is to sit down with my family this week and 

have a conversation about how we can make hesed the theme of our home; 

learning how to turn ordinary, frustrating family moments into 

opportunities for extravagant grace and now that grace can spill over to 

others around us.  

Communion: In all of history, there is one act of divine hesed that 

supremely surpasses all others—God’s covenantal love, compassion, 

kindness, mercy and grace sacrificially poured out at the cross.  

Bread: Our Sin 

Cup: Praying for others 
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